FEB-27-2006 HON 02:39 PM HARGER JOHNSON FAX NO. 5032744622 



CLAIMS 

1. (Curreniiy Amended) Telecommunications apparatus between a voice frame 
network gatekeeper and an intelligent peripheral in a packet switched network, the apparatus 
comprising; 

a voice frame network connection for ooupUng the gatekeeper to the intelligent 
peripheral over the packet switched network; and 

said connection provides supplemental services messaging between the gatekeeper 
and the intelligem peripheral in accordance with a International H.450 standard protocol, said 
protocol enabling the gatekeeper to operate as a supplemental services provider (SSP) under 
the International H.450 standard to selectively insert one or more messages to the intelligent 
peripheral and to selectively intercept one or more messages from the intelligent peripheral. 
v.h.re the supnl^m.nt^l services n ^^^A ping exchanpes non-caU associ^te<i signalifl g 
inHnriincT a mss ^orH nr ^ r^rsona i 4H.ntification number between the pate.way an^ the 
inielligent peripheral - 

2. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein said protocol fiuther 
enables a selective insertion of one or more messages to the gatekeeper. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein such selective insertion of one or 
more messages to the gatekeeper includes selective insertion of one or more release complete 
(RELCOM) messages in accordance with the International ITU-T H.323 standard. 

4. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim I, wherein such selective 
insertion of one or more messages te by the gatekeeper including selectively inserting one or 
more send-to-resource (STR) messages in accordance with the GR-U29-CORE standard 
over the packet switched network, 

5. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1. wherein such selective interception includes 
selective interception of one or more facility (FACILITY) messages in accordance with the 
International ITU-T H.323 standard. 

6. (Original) The apparatus of claim 5, wherein at least one of the one or more 
FACILITY messages includes a return results (RETURN RESULTS) component. 
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7. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 which further comprises: 

a service control point operatively connected to the gatekeeper and to a database, said 
service control point providing information contained in said database to the gatekeeper in 
response to a query thrrrfrrm ^i,. ;.fnrvr,.t.inn inch.de.s the non-call assQc igted 

signaling . 

8. (Currently Amended) Telecommunications apparatus for coordinating a voice 
frame network gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit including a performance 
mechanism for performing a defined task responsive to the gatekeeper, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a voice frame network connection for coupling the gatekeeper to the interactive voice 
response unit; 

an invocation mechanism within the gatekeeper for setting a defined task to the 
interactive voice response unit via in-band signaling; and 

a protocol enforcing processor that provides supplemental services messaging 
between the gatekeeper and the intelligent peripheral over said interface processor, said 
enabling the gatekeeper to selectively insert one or more messages to the interactive votce 
response unit and to selectively intercept one or more messages from the interactive votce 

response -^-^^ -y>---- tV,. ^- ^"r^"^-^ mes^^mnr rrrh.nP^s nonTfiU assoctate4 

c. pn.l^.o includin g - r— ^ ^ idf mifir«tion number hrtwe,,n the gateway and 

intftHifrent peripheral. 

9 (Original) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said invocation mechanism and said 
performance mechanism comply with International ITU-T H,323 and H.450 standards. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein said processor further enables 
selective insertion of one or more messages to the gatekeeper. 

n (Original) The apparatus ofclaim 10, wherein such selective insertion of one or 
more messages to the gatekeeper includes selective insertion of one or more release complete 
(RFXCOM) messages in accordance with the International ITU-T H.323 standard. 
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12. (Previously presented) Telecommunications apparatus for coordinating a voice 
frame network gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit including a performance 
mechanism for performing a defined task responsive to the gatekeeper, the apparatus 
comprising: 

a voice frame network comiection tor coupling the gatekeeper to the interactive voice 
response unit; 

an invocation mechanism within the gatekeeper for setUng a defined task to the 
interactive voice response unit via in-band signaling; and 

a protocol enforcing processor that provides supplemental services messaging 
between the gatekeeper and the intelUgent peripheral over said interface processor, said 
enabling the gatekeeper to selectively insert one or more messages to the interactive voice 
response unit and to selectively intercept one or more messages from the interactive voice 
response unit; 

wherein said invocation mechanism and said performance mechanism comply with 
International ITU-T H.323 andH.450 standards, said processor further enables selective 
insertion of one or more messages to the gatekeeper, and such selective insertion of one or 
more messages to the gatekeeper includes selective insertion of one or more release complete 
(RELCOM) messages in accordance with the International ITU-T H.323 standard such 
selective insertion of one or moi^ messages to the interactive voice response unit including 
selective insertion of one or more send-to-resource (STR) messages in accordance with the 
GR-l 129-CORE standard. 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 12. wherein such selective insertion of one or 
more messages to the gatekeeper includes selective insertion of one or more facility 
(FACILITY) messages in accordance with the International ITU-T H.323 standard. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of interfacing a voice frame network 
gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit (IVR) configured as an intelligent 
peripheral under International H.450 standard with a service control point (SCP), the method 

comprising: 

configuring the gatekeeper as a supplemental services provider (SSP) under 
International H.450 standard; 
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first conveying requests from the gatekeeper to the IVR over the voice frame network 
in accordance with a defined protocol vrji^re the TVR transmits preYinmly recorded audio 
H.t. aver the voic'^ network n.sr>onsive to at leqst one', pf the reques ts; and 

receiving responses to the requests from the IVR at the gatekeeper over the voice 
frame network in accordance with a defined protocol; 

wherein the gatekeeper selectively intercepts one or more messages from the IVR. 

15. (Original) A method of claim 14, which further comprises: 

configuring the IVR as an intelligent peripheral under International H.450 standard; 

and 

second conveying responses to the requests from the IVR to the gatekeeper over the 
voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol. 

16. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the gatekeeper selectively inserts one 

or more messages to the IVR. 

17. (Previously presented) A method of interfacing a voice frame network 
gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit (IVR) configured as an intelligent 
peripheral under International H.450 standard with a service control point (SCP). the method 
comprising: 

configuring the gatekeeper as a supplemental services provider (SSP) under 

International H.450 standard: 

first conveying requests f«.m the gatekeeper to the IVR over the voice frame network 

in accordance with a defined protocol; and 

receiving responses to the requests from the IVR at the gatekeeper over the voice 
frame network in accordance with a defined protocol, 

wherein the gatekeeper selectively intercepts one or more messages from the IVR. the 
gatekeeper selectively inserts one or more messages to the IVR. and such selective 
interception includes selective interception of one or more facility (FACILITY) messages in 
accordance with the International ITU-T H.323 standard, and wherein such selective insertion 
includes selective insertion of one or more send-to-resource (STR) messages in accordance 
with the QR-1 1 29-CORE standard. 
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1 8. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable medium containing a program for 
interfacing a voice frame network gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit (IVR) 
configured as an intelligent peripheral under International H.450 standard vvith a service 
control point (SCP), the program comprising: 

instructions for configuring the gatekeeper as a supplemental services provider (SSP) 

imder International H.450 standard; 

instructions for first conveying requests from the gatekeeper to the IVR over the voice 
ftame network in accordance with a defined protocol ^irhrr. thr T\m trfmsmits previously 
r..nrded audio d^t„ ^v.r the, voice fr.r^-. network respnnsive to at least nnr of the requests, 
instructions for receiving responses to requests from the IVR at the gatekeeper over 
the voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol; and 

instructions for selectively intercepting one or more messages from the IVR and for 
selectively inserting one or more messages to the TVR. 

19. (Original) A computer-readable medium of claim 18, wherein the program further 

comprises: 

instructions for configuring the IVR as an intelligent peripheral under International 

H.450 standard; and 

instmctions for second conveying responses to requests &om the IVR to the 
gatekeeper over the voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol. 

20. (Previously presented) A computer-readable medium containing a program for 
interfacing a voice frame network gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit (IVR) 
configured as an intelligent peripheral under International H.450 standard with a service 
control point (SCP), the program comprising: 

instructions for configuring the gatekeeper as a supplemental services provider (SSP) 

under International H.450 standard; 

instmctions for first conveying requests ftom the gatekeeper to the IVR over the voice 

fiame network in accordance with a defined protocol; 

instructions for receiving responses to requests ftom the IVR at the gatekeeper over 
the voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol; and 

instructions for selectively intercepting one or more messages from the IVR and for 
selectively inserting one or more messages to the IVR. wherein said instructions for 
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selectively intercepting includes instructions for selectively intercepting one or more facility 
(FACILITY) messages in accordance with the International ITU-T H.323 standard, and 
wherein said instructions for selectively inserting includes instructions for selectively 
inserting one or more send-to-resource (STR) messages in accordance with the GR-1 129- 
CORE standard. 

21 . (Currently Amended) Apparatus for interfacing a voice frame network 
gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit QVR) configured as an intelligent 
peripheral under the International H.450 standard with a service control point (SCP). 
the apparatus comprising: 

means for configuring the gatekeeper as a supplemental services provider (SSP) under 

the International H.450 standard; 

means for first conveying requests from the gatekeeper to the IVR over the voice 
frame network in accordance with a defined protocol, said first conveying means including 
software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and executable by a processor 

within the gatekeeper; 

means for receiving responses to requests from the IVR at the gatekeeper over the 
voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol, said receiving means includmg 
software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and executable by a processor 

within the gatekeeper; and 

means for selectively intercepting one or more messages from the IVR and for 
selectively inserting one or more messages to tiie IVR, said selective-intercepting-and- 
inserting means including software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and 
executable by a processor wdthin the gatekeeper, 

^..,t of the c-»---Y^H r.q ne.ts or rereived responses inr.ludes non-ffftll 
...n..i.ted sicr^t^^ P including a mssword or a personal idt-ntification number . 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 21 which fiirther comprises; 
means for configuring tixe IVR as an intelligent peripheral under the International 
H.450 standard; and 

means for second conveying responses U> requests from the IVR to the gatekeeper 
over the voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol, said second conveying 
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raeans including software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and 
executable by a processor within the IVR. 

23. (Previously presented) Apparatus for interfacing a voice firame network 
gatekeeper and an interactive voice response unit (IVR) configured as an intelligent 
peripheral under the International H.450 standard with a service control point (SCP). the 

apparatus comprising: 

means for configuring the gatekeeper as a supplemental services provider (SSP) under 

the International H.450 standard; 

means for first conveying requests from the gatekeeper to the IVR over the voice 
frame network in accordance with a defined protocol, said first conveying means including 
software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and executable by a processor 

within the gatekeeper; 

means for receiving responses to requests from the IVR at the gatekeeper over the 
voice frame network in accordance with a defined protocol, said receiving means including 
software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and executable by a processor 

within the gatekeeper; and 

means for selectively intercepting one or more messages from the IVR and for 
selectively inserting one or more messages to the IVR, said selective-intercepting-and- 
inserting means including software instructions resident on a computer-readable medium and 
executable by a processor within the gatekeeper, 

wherein said means for selectively intercepting includes means for selectively 
intercepting one or more facility (FACILITY) messages in accordance with the International 
ITU-T H.323 standard, and wherein said means for selectively inserting includes means for 
selectively inserting one or more send-to-resouxce (STR) messages in accordance with the 
GR-1 129-CORE standard. 
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